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course. Let us imitate this prudence; and, before
we float farther on the waves of this debate, refer
to the point from which we departed, that we may,
at least, be able to conjecture where we now are.
I ask for the reading of the resolution before the
Senate." This opening sentence was a piece of
consummate art. The simple and appropriate
image, the low voice, the calm manner, relieved
the strained excitement of the audience, which
might have ended by disconcerting the speaker if
it had been maintained. Every one was now at
his ease; and when tht monotonous reading of the
resolution ceased Mr. Webster was master of the
situation, and had his listeners in complete control.
With breathless attention they followed him as
he proceeded. The strong masculine sentences,
the sarcasm, the pathos, the reasoning, the burn-
ing appeals to love of State and country, flowed on
unbroken. As his feelings warmed the fire came
into his eyes; there was a glow on his swarthy
cheek; his strong right arm seemed to sweep
away resistlessly the whole phalanx of his oppo-
nents, and the deep and melodious cadences of his
voice sounded like harmonious organ-tones as they
filled the chamber with their music. As the last
tvorda died away into silence, those who had list-
ened looked wonderingly at each other, dimly con-
scious that they had heard one of the grand speeches
which are land-marks in the history of eloquence 5
and the men of the North and of New England